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Do  not  withhold  good  from  those  to  whom  it  is  due,  
  when  it  is  in  your  power  to  do  it.  

Do  not  say  to  your  neighbor,  ‘Go,  and  come  again;;  
tomorrow  I  will  give  it’—when  you  have  it  with  you.  Pov.  3:27-28  

  
  
Dear  Senate  President  Sweeny,  
  
We  write  to  you  today,  asking  for  your  support  of  pending  legislation  A30/S1829  to  
increase  benefit  for  WorkFirst  NJ  (WFNJ).    As  faith  leaders  we  serve  the  least  of  us,  
and  practice  compassion  of  a  merciful  God.    Our  mandate  is  to  serve  the  poor  and  
needy  in  our  communities.    Legislation  like  WFNJ  supports  children,  reduces  racial  and  
income  disparities  and  reduces  poverty.    These  problems  have  been  exacerbated   
in  part  because  there  has  not  been  any  increase  in  assistance  in  nearly  3  decades.    A  
family  of  three  only  receives  a  maximum  of  $424.00  today,  the  same  amount  as  29  
years  ago.    Due  to  inflation  the  purchasing  power  of  this  has  been  reduced  by  over  half.      
  
A  typical  family  receiving  TANF  benefits  (Temporary  Assistance  for  Needy  Family)  
struggle  to  meet  basic  needs.  The  Department  of  Human  Services  in  NJ  has  
determined  a  standard  for  decency  that  take  into  account  real  needs  and  the  cost  of  
housing,  this  standard  is  seven  times  higher  than  the  current  WFNJ  benefit  level.     The  
poorest  of  NJ’s  children  do  not  have  access  to  these  benefits.  The  eligibility  standard  is  
based  on  the  same  thirty  year  old  program  data  which  refuses  benefits  to  applicants  
because  their  income,  grossly  insufficient  by  today’s  economic  standards,  exceeds  this  
unadjusted  threshold.    
  
For  those  receiving  TANF  assistance,  a  family  of  more  than  two  is  ineligible  for  an  
increase  in  benefits  do  to  the  Family  Cap  law.    This  law  denies  families  who  have  
additional  children  after  enrollment  any  proportional  increase  in  benefits.  We  therefore  
also  support  A3410/S1854,  this  pending  legislation  will  remove  this  unjust  measure.  
  
New  Jersey  has  done  plenty  in  recent  years  for  corporations  and  the  wealthy,  but  the  
poorest  children  in  our  state  have  been  completely  ignored.  That  is  more  than  unfair,  it  
is  immoral.  Please  do  the  right  thing  and  help  the  most  vulnerable  children  in  our  state.  
We  urge  you  to  support  A-30/S-1829  to  increase  WFNJ  assistance  and  ensure  that  the  
funds  for  a  ten  percent  increase  are  included  in  the  FY  2017  budget.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
     

Bishop	  Mark	  Beckwith	  
President	  
	   	   	  
Rev.	  Jack	  Johnson	  
Coordinator	  
 

Leadership	  Team:	  
Rev.	  Darrell	  Armstrong	  
Rev.	  Charles	  Boyer	  
Rabbi	  Matthew	  Gewirtz	  
Father	  Timothy	  Graff	  
Rev.	  Sara	  Lilja	  
Imam	  W	  Deen	  Shareef	  
 



Reverend  Darrell  Armstrong  
General  Baptist  Convention  of  NJ  
340  Rev.  S.  Howard  Woodson  Way  
Trenton,  NJ  08618  
  
Reverend  Wendy  Bailey  
Monmouth  Presbyter  
5020  Crosswicks  Hamilton  Sq.  Road  
Hamilton,  NJ  08620  
    
V  Rev.  Peter  A.  Baktis  
Orthodox  Church  of  America  
904  Cherry  Hill  Road  
Princeton,  NJ  08854  
  
Bishop  Tracie  Bartholomew  
Bishop,  New  Jersey  Synod  
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America  
1930  State  Highway  33  
Trenton,  NJ  08690  
  
Imam  Qareeb  Bashir  
Islamic  Council  of  Greater  Trenton  
685  Parkway  Avenue  
Ewing,  NJ  08618  
  
Bishop  Mark  Beckwith  
Bishop,  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Newark  
31  Mulberry  Street  
Newark,  NJ  07102  
  
Rev.  Charles  Boyer  
Pastor,  Bethel  AME  Church  of  Woodbury,  
New  Jersey  
2403  S  2nd  Street  
Allentown,  PA  18103  
    
Reverend  Dr.  Debra  Brincivalli  
Presbytery  Executive  
West  Jersey  Presbytery  
1701  Sycamore  Street  
Haddon  Heights,  NJ  08035  
  
M.  Ali  Chaudry,  Ph.D.  
Islamic  Society  of  Basking  Ridge  
124  Church  Street  
PO  Box  173  
Basking  Ridge,  NJ  07920  
  
  

Imam  Hamad  Chebli  
Islamic  Society  of  Central  New  Jersey  
PO  Box  80  
Monmouth  Jct.,  NJ  08853  
  
Rev.  Seth  Kaper-Dale  
Reform  Church  of  America  
Synod  of  New  Jersey  
19  S.  2nd  Avenue  
Highland  Park,  NJ  08904  
  
Joan  M.  Diefenbach,  Esq.,    
Director,  New  Jersey  Council  of  Churches  
380  Brownsburg  Road  
Newtown,  PA  18940  
  
Reverend  Cheryl  Galan  
Elizabeth  Presbytery  
525  Front  Street  
Plainfield,  NJ  07060  
  
Rabbi  Matthew  Gewirtz  
Congregation  B’nai  Jeshurun  
1025  South  Orange  Avenue  
Short  Hills,  NJ  07078  
  
Fr.  Timothy  Graff  
Director  of  the  Office  of  Social  Concerns  
Archdiocese  of  Newark  
171  Clifton  Avenue  
Newark,  NJ  07107  
  
Bishop  Reginald  T.  Jackson  
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  
Office  of  Ecumenical  and  Urban  Affairs  
604  Seven  Oaks  Road  
Orange,  NJ    07050  
  
Reverend  Craig  Hirshberg  
Executive  Director,  Unitarian  Universalist  
Legislative  Ministry  of  NJ  
4  Waldron  Avenue  
Summit,  NJ  07901  
  
The  Reverend  Jack  Johnson  
Coordinator  Coalition  of  Religious  Leaders  
106  Hilltop  Court  
Columbus,  NJ  08022  
  
  



Reverend  Sara  Lilja  
Director  Lutheran  Episcopal  Advocacy  
Ministry  
1930  State  Highway  33  
Trenton,  NJ  08690  
  
Reverend  David  Popham  
Associate  Conference  Minister  
Central  Atlantic  Conference  
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  
195  Ridgewood  Avenue  
Glen  Ridge,  NJ  07028  
  
Reverend  Jeanne  Radak  
Presbytery  Leader  
Newton  Presbytery  
390  Route  10  West  
Randolph,  NJ  07869  
  
Reverend  Marianne  Rhebergen  
Presbytery  of  Palisades  
650  Pascack  Road  
Paramus,  NJ  07652  
  
Bishop  John  Schol  
Greater  New  Jersey  Conference    
The  United  Methodist  Church  
1001  Wickapecko  Drive  
Ocean,  NJ  07712  
  
Imam  W  Deen  Shareef  
Convener  of  the  Council  of  Imams  in  NJ  
Resident  Imam  at  Masjid  Waarith  ud  Deen  
at  Waris  C.R.D.C.  
62-70  Howard  Street  
  
Rabbi  Alan  Silverstein  
Congregation  Agudath  Israel  
20  Academy  Road  
Caldwell,  NJ  07006  
  
Reverend  Barbara  Smith  
Executive  Presbyter  
Newark  Presbytery  
192  N  Broad  Street  
Bloomfield,  NJ  07003  
  
  
  
  
  

Reverend  Dr.  Lee  B.  Spitzer  
Executive  Minister  
American  Baptist  Churches  
3752  Nottingham  Way  
Trenton,  NJ  08690  
  
Reverend  Dr.  Anthony  Steinbronn    
President/Bishop,  New  Jersey  District  
Lutheran  Church,  Missouri  Synod  
1168  Springfield,  Avenue  
Mountainside,  NJ  07092  
  
Bishop  William  Stokes  
Episcopal  Diocese  of  New  Jersey  
808  West  State  Street  
Trenton,  NJ  08618  
  
Rev.  Jeffrey  Vamos  
New  Brunswick  Presbytery  
2688  Main  Street  
Lawrenceville,  NJ  08648  
  
Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Wade  
Presiding  Elder  of  Camden-Trenton  
District  AME  
PO  Box  692  
Medford,  NJ    
  
Rabbi  Gerald  Zelizer  
Temple  Neve  Shalom  
250  Grove  Avenue  
Metuchen,  NJ  08840  
  
  
  
  


