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Executive Actions on Immigration Would
Help Many New Jerseyans While
Boosting the Economy

By Erika J. Nava
Policy Analyst

President Obama’s 2014 executive actions on immigration would benefit hundreds of thousands
of New Jerseyans and provide a boost to the state’s economy by allowing many undocumented
residents to work legally and avoid deportation.

However, these common-sense steps towards a
more pragmatic immigration policy have been
thrown into legal limbo, after a federal judge
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Executive Actions Would Boost New Jersey’s Workers & Economy

Undocumented workers who are legally allowed to work and protected from deportation
participate more fully in the economy. Those affected by the executive actions would see higher
wages and less unemployment, and the state economy overall would see a boost.

The undocumented immigrants affected by these executive actions would likely see their wages
rise by 5 to 10 percent, as they find jobs that are better matched to their skills, are less vulnerable



to exploitative employers, are able to drive legally and are generally better integrated into the

economy.

This wage bump is key for New Jersey’s undocumented families, who are currently paid far less
than other families. Executive actions could start to close the gap between the average annual
income of New Jersey’s undocumented families ($34,500) and all New Jersey families

($113,394).°

These executive actions could also create 1,500 new jobs each year while giving the state’s

economy a boost of $11.9 billion over the next decade.*

With work authorization, more undocumented New Jerseyans would be able to open their own
businesses, adding to the already robust economic ecosystem of immigrant-owned small
businesses. New Jersey already has the third highest share of immigrant business owners in the
country,” and these executive actions would likely add more to the mix.

If these families earn more, they would also pay higher taxes. New Jersey’s undocumented
residents already pay an estimated $613 million a year in state and local taxes. Under these
executive actions, this would increase by $29 million, the seventh biggest increase of the 50

states.6

The economic boosts to these families could also lift their children — most of whom are U.S.

citizens — out of poverty and towards the middle class.’

A Large and Diverse Group of New Jerseyans Would Benefit

Of New Jersey’s estimated 477,000 undocumented
residents,® approximately 4 in 10 would be eligible for
deferred action after the president’s executive actions. In
total, about 200,000 New Jerseyans would be eligible
for one of the two programs — the sixth highest number
in the country. Of these, 40 percent are originally from
Mexico or India. Of the undocumented New Jerseyans
hailing from India, over half would be eligible for these
executive actions — the highest share of the largest
origin countries.

Not surprisingly, the areas of New Jersey that have the
most undocumented residents also have the largest
numbers of those who’d benefit from these executive
actions. About two-thirds of the eligible population lives
in the six-county “Gateway” region that includes
Hudson, Bergen, Middlesex, Essex, Union and Passaic
Counties.

About 4 in 10 Undocumented
New Jerseyans Would Benefit
from Executive Actions
Of the state’s estimated 477,017

undocumented residents, 201,085
would be eligible for DAPA or DACA
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People All Over New Jersey ;
Would Benefit from

Executive Actions on

Immigration

Most New Jerseyans
who would be eligible
for DAPA or DACA after
President Obama’s
executive actions live in
the “Gateway” region
encompas.smﬁg Hudson,
Bergen, Middlesex,
Essex, Union and
Passaic Counties.

But residents who would
benefit can be found all
over the state.

This map breaks down
the number of eligible
residents by “Public
Use Microdata Areas”
(PUMAS) as defined by
the U.S. Census
Bureau.
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Appendix: County Estimates and Countries of Origin

Implementing DAPA Would Help New Jerseyans All Over the State

People Who’d  Share of Those People Who’d  Share of Those
County Benefit Who’d Benefit County Benefit Who’d Benefit
Atlantic 2,922 2.0% Middlesex 26,794 18.1%
Bergen 15,877 10.7% Monmouth 6,422 4.3%
Burlington 1,053 0.7% Morris 8,446 5.7%
Camden 3,762 2.5% Ocean 4,484 3.0%
Cape May 242 0.2% Passaic 9,879 6.7%
Cumberland 3,774 2.6% Salem 2,121 1.4%
Essex 14,312 9.7% Somerset 5,864 4.0%
Gloucester 786 0.5% Sussex 463 0.3%
Hudson 19,789 13.4% Union 12,550 8.5%
Hunterdon 384 0.3% Warren 625 0.4%
Mercer 7,495 51%

Source: County estimates derived from PUMA figures provided by the Center for Migration Studies. County totals, therefore, do not exactly match state totals.
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Implementing Expanded DACA Would Help New Jerseyans All Over the State

People Who’d  Share of Those People Who’d  Share of Those
County Benefit Who’d Benefit County Benefit Who’d Benefit
Atlantic 1,699 3.0% Middlesex 7,207 12.8%
Bergen 6,725 12.0% Monmouth 3,543 6.3%
Burlington 994 1.8% Morris 1,285 2.3%
Camden 1,100 2.0% Ocean 420 0.8%
Cape May 181 0.3% Passaic 4,904 8.7%
Cumberland 1,515 2.7% Salem 656 1.2%
Essex 7,552 13.4% Somerset 619 1.1%
Gloucester 590 1.1% Sussex 0 0.0%
Hudson 9,217 16.4% Union 5,521 9.8%
Hunterdon 0 0.0% Warren 232 0.4%
Mercer 2,302 41%

Source: County estimates derived from PUMA figures provided by the Center for Migration Studies. County totals, therefore, do not exactly match state totals.
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New Jerseyans Originally from Many Countries Would Benefit from DAPA

Top 10 countries of origin for DAPA-eligible New Jerseyans

People Who’d  Share of All NJ Share of All NJ Undocumented
County Benefit DAPA Eligibles Residents from That Country
Mexico 32,360 22.2% 33.0%
India 26,795 18.4% 52.3%
Ecuador 12,220 8.4% 34.8%
El Salvador 8,315 5.7% 33.7%
Guatemala 7,260 5.0% 24.4%
Peru 6,245 4.3% 37.5%
Honduras 6,085 4.2% 31.8%
Domincan Republic 5,895 4.0% 14.8%
Korea 4,870 3.3% 39.7%
China 4,230 2.9% 30.3%

Source: NJPP analysis of Center for Migration Studies data

NEW JERSEY POLICY PERSPECTIVE NJPP.ORG

New Jersey Policy Perspective

137 W. Hanover St. Trenton, NJ 08618 | 609-393-1145 | info@njpp.org

Gordon MacInnes
Raymond Castro
Brandon McKoy

Erika J. Nava

Sheila Reynertson
Carly Rothman Siditsky
Jon Whiten

New Jersey Policy Perspective is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization established in
1997 to conduct research and analysis on state issues.

President

Senior Policy Analyst
Policy Analyst

Policy Analyst

Senior Policy Analyst
Development Director
Deputy Director




Endnotes

' For more on additional eligibility requirements for both DAPA and DACA, see U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services, Executive Actions on Immigration: http://www.uscis.gov/immigrationaction

? Fiscal Policy Institute, President’s Immigration Action Expected to Benefit Economy, November 2014.
http://fiscalpolicy.org/presidents-immigration-action-expected-to-benefit-economy

? Average income of undocumented New Jersey families from Institute on Taxation and Economic
Policy, Undocumented Immigrants’ State and Local Tax Contributions, April 2015

(http://itep.org/itep _reports/2015/04/undocumented-immigrants-state-local-tax-contributions.php).
Average income of all New Jersey families from U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.

* Center For American Progress, State-by-State Analysis of the Economic Impact of DACA, DAPA, and
DACA Expansion, June 2015.
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/news/2015/06/15/114894/state-by-state-analysis-
of-the-economic-impact-of-daca-dapa-and-daca-expansion/

> Fiscal Policy Institute analysis of immigrant business owners

5 New Jersey Policy Perspective, New Jersey’s Undocumented Residents Pay More than $600 Million in
State & Local Taxes, April 2015. http://www.njpp.org/releases/new-jerseys-undocumented-residents-pay-
more-than-600-million-in-state-local-taxes

7 University of Southern California Dornsife Center for the Study of Immigrant Integration, The Kids
Aren’t Alright - But They Could Be, March 2015.
http://dornsife.usc.edu/assets/sites/731/docs/DAPA_Impact_on_Children CSII Brief Final 01.pdf

¥ There are multiple estimates of New Jersey’s undocumented population that range from 477,000 to
525,000. For the purpose of this paper, NJPP uses the Center for Migration Studies estimates. More on
their methodology here: http://jmhs.cmsny.org/index.php/jmhs/article/view/38 and
http://jmhs.cmsny.org/index.php/jmhs/article/view/45



